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‘Nettleton family from New Haven, Connecticut region 
*Zelus Nettleton’s father emigrated to Constantine, Michigan 


*Zelus grew up in Constantine 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


*Zelus Nettleton 
was carpenter 


*Built this Greek 
Revival house in 
Constantine in 
1847, sold in 1849 


eOn National 
Register of Historic 
Places in 2021 


-Completely 
different 
architecture than 
Carpenter Gothic! 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


185 W 3rd St s R 
Constantine, Michigan N 
*Zelus Nettleton 


also built this 
Carpenter 
Gothic house in 
Constantine 
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*Not on 
National 
Register 


*Private 
Residence 


same roofline 

architecture as 

Pontiac Strevell 
House! 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
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*Nettleton family from New Haven to Constantine, Michigan 
*Dr. Kelly from Orange County, New York, to Constantine in 1845 
*Dr. Kelly struck it rich in the 1848-49 California Gold Rush 
*His daughter, Elizabeth Butler Kelly grew up in Constantine 
*Zelus Nettleton met Elizabeth and they married ~1848 


«Son John Nettleton born in 1849 in Constantine 


Dr. Kelly moved to Minnesota in 1853 and died there 


Dr. Kelly 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
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*Dr. Kelly pioneer settler of Lake Pepin area 


«Grandson Charles Nettleton Strevell visited him 
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Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
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*~1853 Zelus Nettleton Family moves from Constantine to Pontiac 
*Zelus, Elisabeth, John, Mary 


Mary only shown in 1 census and handwritten genealogy, may 
be buried at Pontiac Cemetery 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
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°1855 — Jason Strevell emigrates from Albany County, NY, to Pontiac 
eHe was 23 years old 

*New lawyer 

°1850 Congress caused stampede of settlers to Livingston County 


*Strevell practices law and opens hardware store in Pontiac 


*Zelus Nettleton buys lot at 401 W. Livingston on July 26, 1855 


«Built west 1⁄2 of house similar to old house in Constantine 
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Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


Zelus H. Elizabeth B. 
Nettleton Kelly 
(1821-1857) (1828-1902) 


Mary 


Nettleton eo. Nettleton 


John K. Charles 


(after 1854, 


(1849-unknown) before 1860) 


(1858-1947) 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
1856 


‘Village of Pontiac incorporated 


eZelus Nettleton and Jason Strevell elected to Pontiac’s 
1st Board of Trustees 


eZelus was 35 and Jason was 28 years of age. 


eStrevell House built by end of 1855 or early 1856 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


*Aug 30, 1857 => Elisabeth Nettleton becomes pregnant 
with 3" child 


Oct 30, 1857 => Zelus Nettleton dies at age 36. 
-29 year old Elisabeth 8 weeks pregnant 
-Son John 8 years old when father died 
-Daughter Mary alive or dead? 


eJune 2, 1858 => Son Charles Nettleton born in Pontiac 


°1859 => Jason Strevell married widow Elisabeth Nettleton 
-Jason 25 
-Elisabeth 29 
-John 10 
-Charles 1 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


Title/Abstract for 401 W. Livingston 


e Zelus Nettleton owned house and land south of 
Pontiac 


e Elisabeth Nettleton waived the rights of her 
minor child, John Nettleton, to any of his father’s 
estate 


e Likely she did not have the right to do this, but 
Probate Judge did not realize it or simply let it go 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Famil 


eYoung Men's Literary Association 


*Group tried on at least 2 occasions to 
get Lincoln to come to Pontiac and talk 


eIn January, 1860, was in Bloomington wad 
on a legal case Mlau 


eLincoln notified Association he could come the next day 
and deliver a Lecture (not a political speech) 


eLincoln delivered his Lecture at the Presbyterian 
Church one block east of the Strevell House 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


°Strevell invited Lincoln to wait at 
his house for train back to 
Bloomington 


eLincoln spent afternoon/evening 
at the Strevell House 


¢Strevell measured Lincoln’s 
height at 6”- 4” in the doorway 
and made a notch 


s Detailed account of the visit to 
the house by Jason Strevell in 
1941 letter to C.N. Strevell 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


*Pontiac Sentinel article noted that some people thought 
Lincoln's lecture was boring 


eFound his Lecture, he only gave it about 5 times 


*Lincoln’s friend told him he was a great political speaker, but 
failed miserably as a lecturer. 


*Lincoln agreed and 
gave no more lectures. 


*Reading the 5,000 word speech, 
it is very boring !! 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
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Artist: Bob McCoy 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


*Birth of Helen Strevell same date as Lincoln Lecture !! 


sln 1901 letter, Jason Strevell never mentions the birth 
of his only child! [Just Lincoln visit details] 


eMaybe her tragic death in 1887, 14 years earlier, 
caused him to not want to remember? 


eMaybe born early morning or late evening? 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
eAfter Lincoln became President, invited Strevells to visit him 
at White House 

*Strevells never took Abe up on his invitation 


s The adopted son of Jason Strevell was Charles Nettleton 
Strevell 


*Collected 10,000 items for his museum in Salt Lake City 


‘Wrote hand written family genealogy and donated to 
Library at University of Utah 


*Strangely, Abe's invitation is not among Strevell’s papers 
at the University Library 
[Most likely it was stolen from the library] 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
eLincoln appointed Jason Strevell to work at Customs House 
in New Orleans 


eJason and his wife went to New Orleans to try out the job, 
left kids with Presbyterian Minister in Pontiac 


*Quickly decided job was not worth it because almost 
every year thousands killed by yellow fever in New Orleans 


eMoved back to Pontiac 
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Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


eJason Strevell became member of Illinois Legislature 
Served 2 terms in House 
Served 1 term in Senate 


Adopted son Charles Nettleton Strevell became a 
page when Jason was in State Senate 


*Son later bragged he got paid $3.50 per day while his 
dad, State Senator, only got $2.50 per day © 


«Jason Strevell introduced legislation to have new Boys 
Reformatory sited at Pontiac, Illinois, in 1871 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


John Nettleton Narrowly Escapes 
Death in 1869 


*Nelson Buck, of Pontiac, got 
surveying job in Nebraska 


*Recruited 8 Pontiac boys age 17 and 
under to go on surveying expedition 


‘Army post said not to go until they 
could escort them later 


eMr. Buck went anyway, saw Sioux, 
sent 2 boys back to fort for help 


‘John Nettleton was one of 2 boys 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


John Nettleton Narrowly Escapes 
Death in 1869 


‘Army people said they would go out in 
a few days 


*No trace of 7 missing people 


eSome Indians admitted to killing them 
and burning the bodies 


‘John Nettleton safely returned to 
Pontiac 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
1872 Lawsuit John Nettleton vs. Jason Strevell 


1. John Nettleton learned about land and surveying on his 
perilous trip to Nebraska 


2. Also turned 21 and got married to local Pontiac girl 


3. He decided that he should have inherited some of his 
father’s land south of Pontiac, so sued “Stepfather” 


4. Collins Miller found handwritten lawsuit at old Courthouse 
5. John Nettleton won the case and got some of the land 


6. Still under legal review............. 
| think original probate judge was wrong in allowing 
Mrs. Nettleton to waive rights of her minor son. 
27 Judge realized it was a legal mistake 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


°1875 
‘William Crawford family moves to Pontiac 
eHe was pioneering settler of Central Illinois 


‘Daughter Elizabeth was 19 when they moved to 
Pontiac 
«Charles Nettleton Strevell was 17 in 1875 


s [hey started dating and later married 


*Strevell, Nettleton, and Crawford plots next to each 
other in South Side Cemetery 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


1876 Battle of the Big Horn 


“Custer’s Last Stand” 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


*Strevell Family Moves to Miles City, Montana, in 1879 


«Jason Strevell vacationed in Yellowstone River 
several years 


Charles Nettleton Strevell in poor health in Pontiac 


*-Pontiac Dr. suggested they move west to improve his 
health 


‘Was just 3 years after Custer’s Last Stand 
e2 Years after Miles City was founded 
‘Wild country 


Sold Pontiac cemetery plots to Crawford family 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
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Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


‘Just 2 years after they get to Miles City, Montana, Helen 
strevell married George Miles (1881) 


eGeorge was 26 and Helen was 20 


*Strevells were devout Presbyterians and helped to found 
the church in Miles City 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


°1907 Photos 


eHelen looks like 
her mother 


*Helen only child 
of Jason and 
Elizabeth 
Strevell 


4, Elder George M. Miles. 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
*Also in 1881.......... 


eCharles Nettleton Strevell returned to Pontiac to marry his 
girlfriend, Elizabeth Crawford 


eHe was 23 and Elizabeth was 25. 


eGot married in Pontiac, then traveled to Lake Pepin 
in Minnesota to see his grandfather Dr. Kelly 


eContinued honeymoon on way back to Miles City 
*Big flood and no train for several days at Bismarck, SD 


ePut in bridal suite in hotel, but wild cowboys shot up 
the saloon right below them at midnight!! 


eStayed with woman who was friend of Jason Strevell 


tth train wae rlrinningd anain 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


°1882 was best year ever for Strevell family 
*George Miles and Helen Strevell had a boy 
*Charles N. Strevell and Elizabeth Crawford had a boy. 


«Jason and Elizabeth Strevell were proud grandparents of 
two grandsons 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


°1s* Family Tragedy in 1887 
‘Helen Strevell — Miles dies at just 27 


eHusband re-marries and has more children 


e2" Tragedy in 1889 
‘Willie Strevell dies at age of 7 


Only child of Charles Nettleton Strevell and 
Elizabeth Crawford 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


eMust have temporarily buried Helen in Miles City? 


*Had sold Pontiac Cemetery lots when they went West 


e2 Years later, in 1889, both Helen and Willie buried 
at Rosehill Cemetery in Chicago 


eMost of Jason Strevell family and Miles relatives buried 
there 


*Neither Collins Miller or myself can figure out why they 


were buried in Chicago? myste” 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
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Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


*Charles and Elizabeth Nettleton move to Ogden, Utah 
in 1894 


eOgden is 40 miles north of Salt Lake City 


eC. N. Strevell elected as delegate to Constitutional 
Convention 


*Big in hardware store business 
eMoved to Salt Lake City in 1899 


ePart owner of largest hardware store in Salt Lake 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


sln 1901, Charles Nettleton Strevell visiting his wife's 
parents in Pontiac 


s They were living at 401 W. Livingston 


eC. N. Strevell convinced them to ship the door frame with 
Lincoln's height to him in Salt Lake City 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


‘Mrs. Jason Strevell confined to her bedroom last 10 years 
of her life 


*Her church group still met in her bedroom 


eShe wrote a lot of poetry and had some published 
(Many of her poems in the book) 


‘She died in 1902 at age of 74 
eHe died in 1903 at age of 71, both buried in Chicago 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


e*““Money can't buy happiness” 


«Jason Strevell worth $6.24 million when he died 
(in today’s dollars) 


*Successful lawyer, Judge, and businessman 


eMoney could not overcome some tragedies: 
-Only child, Helen died at age 27 
-Willie, grandson died at just 7 
-Wife invalid the last 10 years of her life 


eThere is a Strevell Ave. in Miles City 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
sln 1939, C. N. Strevell put his 10,000 items in a museum 


Donated museum to children 
of Salt Lake City 


*Had Lincoln door frame on display 
°1940, he writes book about his museum 


eBook has photo of children 
looking at door frame 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


sln 1943, C. N. Strevell writes book As | Recall Them 


*Has his father's 1901 letter describing Lincoln's visit to 
his father’s home in Pontiac 


eC. N. Strevell died in 1947 at age of 91. 


eElizabeth Crawford — Strevell died in 1950 at 94. 


Both buried at Chicago Rosehill Cemetery 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 
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. What happened to Mary Nettleton? 


rie’ 


. What was Zelus H. Nettleton’s full name? 


pys” 


. Was house finished before or after Jan 1, 1856? 


. Burial location for Zelus Nettleton? 


. What happened to John and Olive Nettleton? 
. What happened to door frame piece? 
. Why are they buried in Chicago cemetery? 


. Helen's birth on same day as Lincoln visit? 


OoOo GO N O oO fF W PND 


. Where is Abe’s invitation to visit White House? 


10. Did Zelus abandon a wife and child early in life? 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


pare Documents 


*All rare documents scanned and uploaded to Archive.org 


*Massive non-profit web site 
*Hopefully it will be around for many more decades 


eAnyone can find using a Google search 


Abraham Lincoln and the Strevell Family 


e| created a new page for 
Jason Strevell 
(very difficult to do) 


Someone else created 

a new page for the 
Strevell House since now 
on National Register 


WIKIPEDIA 


The Free Encyclopedia 


Summary 
eLucky to have Collins 
Miller's 10-year research 
results 


TOTO! COUNTY 


HISTORICAL 


»SOCIET Ye 
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eAlso Tom Ewing's project 
files 


eMaybe a future researcher 
will solve some of the 
mysteries © 


Questions? 


